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S
ince the return to multi-party politics, different election management bodies in Cameroon have constituted the 
subject of varying reports which, irrespective of the constant improvement in the electoral system, pointed out 
certain shortcomings, among which, featured the impartiality displayed by the ministry in charge of territorial 

administration that organised ten or more elections. 

	 Starting	from	1991,	when	Cameroon	adopted	multi-party	politics,	the	Government	has	firmly	and	systematically	
committed to modernising the electoral system.

 In this regard, after the period when the material organisation of elections was mainly incumbent on the 
Administration, and the rather short experience (2000-2006) of the National Elections Observatory (NEO), the 
Cameroonian electoral system witnessed a real evolution with the creation in 2006 of Elections Cameroon (ELECAM), 
an independent body responsible for the organisation, management and supervision of all election operations.

 Elections Cameroon was then put in place in 2009, and effectively became operational in 2011 when it 
organised the 9 October 2011 presidential election. The Institution gradually gathered experience, which was shown in 
the conduct of the 14 April 2013 election of senators, the twin legislative and municipal election of 30 September 2013 
and the senatorial elections of 25 March 2018.

 ELECAM has now gotten into its full strides and has, without doubt, consolidated its role in the legal and 
institutional framework of organising, managing and supervising all election and referendum operations in Cameroon.

 
1. Status, duties and composition of Elections Cameroon

“Elections Cameroon shall be an independent body responsible for the organisation, management and 
supervision of all election and referendum operations” (Section 4 (1) of the Electoral Code). The Electoral Code 
provides, inter alia, that ELECAM «shall have legal personality and management autonomy». Moreover, “Members of 
Elections Cameroon may not be prosecuted, investigated, arrested, detained or tried for their views expressed in the 
performance	of	their	duties”,	save	in	cases	of	flagrant	delicto.	

Elections Cameroon performs its duties through the Electoral Board and the Directorate General of Elections. 
Branches located at regional, divisional and council levels, contribute in the material organisation of polls. 

The Electoral Board has 18 (eighteen) members, including 1 (one) Chairperson and 1 (one) Vice-Chairperson. 
Appointed	by	decree	of	 the	President	of	 the	Republic	 for	a	4	 (four)	year	 term	of	office,	 renewable	as	appropriate,	
upon consultation with the political parties represented in the National Assembly and civil society, the members of the 
Electoral Board are «designated from among independent personalities of Cameroonian nationality, recognised for 
their competence, moral uprightness, intellectual honesty, patriotism, neutrality and impartiality».

BRIEF ACCOUNT ON ELECTION 
MANAGEMENT IN CAMEROON
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The Directorate General of Elections comprises support bodies under the authority of a Director General of 
Elections, assisted by a Deputy Director General.

2. Duties of Elections Cameroon organs
The Electoral Code determines the duties of the Electoral Board and the Director General of Elections.

2.1 Duties of the Electoral Board
Elections Cameroon is placed under the authority of the Electoral Board that ensures its smooth functioning. 
The Electoral Board also “ensures compliance with the electoral law by all stakeholders for the purpose of 
guaranteeing regular, impartial, free, fair, transparent and credible polls”.

Its duties involve the organisation of elections and the internal management of Elections Cameroon. With regard to 
election management, the Electoral Board is expected to:

	 carry	out	any	verifications	and	controls	it	may	deem	appropriate;
	 scrutinise	candidacy	papers	and	publish	the	final	list	or	lists	of	candidates	contesting	presidential,	legislative,	

senatorial,	regional	and	municipal	elections;
	 forward	election	reports	to	the	Constitutional	Council	or	bodies	provided	for	by	law;
	 ensure	that	the	list	of	members	of	local	polling	stations	is	published	and	notified,	within	the	prescribed	time,	

to all those who, according to the electoral law, must receive it, including representatives of lists of candidates 
or	candidates;

	 control	the	preparation	of	election	material	and	election	documents	within	the	deadlines	laid	down	by	law;
	 hear and determine claims and petitions regarding pre-election and election operations, subject to the 

jurisdiction	of	the	Constitutional	Council	and	appropriate	courts	or	authorities;
	 order	 corrections	warranted	 following	 consideration	 of	 claims	 or	 petitions	 filed	 in	 respect	 of	 elections	 or	

referendums.

As concerns the internal management of ELECAM, the Electoral Board has the authority to:
	 adopt	the	by-laws	of	Elections	Cameroon;	
	 submit	reports	and/or	proposals	to	the	relevant	authorities	on	issues	that	fall	within	their	competence;	
	 examine	and	approve	draft	budgets	prepared	by	the	Director	General	of	Elections;	
	 approve	the	action	programme	prepared	by	the	Director	General	of	Elections;	
	 approve	progress	reports	drawn	up	by	the	Director	General	of	Elections;	
	 give	its	opinion	or	make	suggestions	on	any	election-related	draft	instrument	submitted	to	it;	
	 on the proposal of the Director General of Elections, determine the organisation and conditions of functioning 

of branches.

2.2 Duties of the Director General of Elections 
The Directorate General of Elections is responsible for the preparation and material organisation of all election 

and referendum operations, under the supervision of the Electoral Board.

SECTION 24: (1) The Director General and the Deputy Director General of Elections “shall be appointed by 
decree	of	the	President	of	the	Republic	for	a	term	of	5	(five)	years,	which	may	be	renewable	upon	consultation	with	
the Electoral Board”.

Under the supervision of the Electoral Board, the Director General of Elections is responsible for “election 
and referendum operations, in particular: 

	 drawing up, managing, updating and keeping the national voters’ register as well as election documents and 
materials;

	 procuring	and	distributing	election	materials	and	documents;
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	 drawing	up	electoral	registers,	in	conjunction	with	the	relevant	joint	commissions;
	 publishing	electoral	registers;
	 issuing	voter	cards;
	 distributing voter cards, in conjunction with the relevant joint commissions
	 organising	or	supervising	the	training	of	electoral	personnel;
	 preparing	draft	annual	budgets	of	Elections	Cameroon;
	 preparing	draft	budgets	of	elections;
	 executing	the	budget	of	Elections	Cameroon	and		elections	budgets;
	 managing	sundry	resources	and	equipment	placed	at	his	disposal;
	 receiving and forwarding to the Electoral Board candidacy papers for presidential, legislative, senatorial, 

regional	and	municipal	elections;
	 receiving	and	forwarding	to	the	Electoral	Board	applications	to	participate	in	referendum	campaigns;
	 distributing, within the statutory time-limit, samples of ballot papers to candidates or political parties taking 

part	in	the	polls	for	election	or	referendum	campaign	purposes;
	 coordinating	the	work	of	observers	accredited	by	the	appropriate	national	authorities;
	 organising	polling	stations;
	 coordinating	all	bodies	responsible	for	election	operations;
	 coordinating the forwarding of election reports and other election documents from polling stations to the 

head	office	of	Elections	Cameroon;
	 forwarding election reports to the Electoral Board

Moreover, the Director General of Elections is in charge of drafting the budget of Elections Cameroon and 
the	elections	budget.	He	recruits,	manages	and	drafts	the	final	report	on	the	conduct	of	each	election.	
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1-  STAKEHOLDERS OF THE ELECTORAL PROCESS

•  Administration
Government services, at different levels, collaborate with and support ELECAM in the performance of its 
statutory duties, notably:

-  The ministry in charge of territorial administration ensures permanent liaison between Government and 
Elections Cameroon.

-  Judicial and administrative bodies play an important role in settling electoral disputes. Thus, according to 
Section 132 of the Electoral Code: 

 (1) The Constitutional Council ensures the regularity of the presidential election.
 (2)	The	Constitutional	Council	rules	on	all	petitions	filed	by	any	candidate,	any	political	party	which	took	part	

in the election or any person serving as a representative of the Administration for the election, requesting 
the total or partial cancellation of election operations.

- The administration also ensures, among others, the security of the presidential election (police, etc.).

•  Political Parties
Political parties take part in polls. To date, more than 311 legalised political parties are freely carrying out their 
activities across the country. They are usually invited to appoint their representatives in the joint electoral 
commissions.

•  Civil society
The civil society contributes to raise awareness about and render credible the electoral process. Its participation 
leads	to	greater	proximity	with	specific	targets	such	as	women,	youth,	people	with	disabilities	and	other	vulnerable	
groups.

•  Media and non-media
Their communication activities enable them to contribute in informing, educating and sensitising voters, 
candidates, political parties, development partners, and other actors, on the electoral process. They, not only 
support, but serve as relays as well.

2- OTHER ACTORS

• Development Partners and international observers
They lend their support, in various forms, to ELECAM in the performance of its duties, while respecting its 
independence.

STAKEHOLDERS OF THE ELECTORAL 
PROCESS AND OTHER ELECTION 
ACTORS
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The presidential election is governed by:
• Law No.2012/001 of 19 April 2012 relating to the Electoral Code, amended and supplemented by Law No.2012/017 
of 21 December 2012	to	lay	down	provisions	specific	to	the	election	of	the	President	of	the	Republic.
SECTION 116- (1)	The	President	of	the	Republic	shall	be	elected	for	a	term	of	office	of	7	(seven)	years	by	universal	
suffrage and by direct, equal and secret ballot.

 (2) He shall be eligible for re-election.
 (3)	The	election	takes	place	by	a	single	round	majority	ballot,	at	least	(20	days	and	not	more	than	50	(fifty)	
	 					days	before	the	expiry	of	the	term	of	the	President	of	the	Republic	in	office.
 (4) Is elected, the candidate who has obtained the majority of the votes cast.

SECTION 117:	(1)	Candidates	for	the	office	of	President	of	the	Republic	must	be	in	full	possession	of	their	civic	and	
political	rights	and	must	be	aged			35	(thirty-five)	years	and	above	by	the	date	of	election.
They must be Cameroonian citizens by birth and show proof of having resided in the national territory for at least 12 
(twelve) consecutive months and have their names entered in the electoral register by the date of the election.

SECTION 118: (1) No person shall be eligible for election where, by virtue of his own act, he has placed himself in a 
position of dependency on an alien, a foreign organization, power or State or is an intelligence agent thereof.
 (2) Ineligibility shall be established by the Constitutional Council within 3 (three) days of referral to it, at the 
behest of any concerned person or the Legal Department. 

SECTION 119:	The	office	of	President	of	the	Republic	shall	be	incompatible	with	any	other	public	elective	office	or	
professional activity.

LIST OF CANDIDATES RETAINED FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER:

Full name Political Party
BIYA Paul Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement (CPDM)
GARGA HAMAN ADJI Alliance for Democracy and Development
KAMTO Maurice Cameroon Renaissance Movement (CRM)
LIBII LI NGUE NGUE Cabral Union Nationale pour l’Intégration Vers la Solidarité (UNIVERS)
MATOMBA Serge Espoir Peuple Uni pour la Rénovation Sociale (PURS)
MUNA AKERE TABENG People’s Development Front
NDAM NYOYA ADAMOU Cameroon Democratic Union (CDU)
NDIFOR AFANWI Franklin Cameroon National Citizen Movement (CNCM)
OSIH Joshua NAMBANGI Social Democratic Front (SDF)

 

2018 PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION
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BIYA Paul

MUNA AKERE 
TABENG

NDAM NYOYA 
ADAMOU

NDIFOR AFANWI 
Franklin

OSIH Joshua 
NAMBANGI

GARGA HAMAN 
ADJI

KAMTO Maurice LIBII LI NGUE 
NGUE Cabral

MATOMBA Serge 
Espoir

REVISION OF ELECTORAL REGISTER 
THE YEAR2018

STATISTICS OF REGISTERED PERSONS PER REGION AS OF 1 OCTOBER 2018.

REGION
REGISTERED PERSONS POLLING 

STATIONWOMEN MEN TOTAL

ADAMAOUA 193 665 237 021 430 686 1 485

CENTRE 501 551 649 270 1 150 821 4 934

EAST 142 281 178 087 320 368 1 437

FAR-NORTH 559 112 566 778 1 125 890 4 062

LITTORAL 392 514 537 022 929 536 2 955

NORTH 318 723 350 591 669 314 2 091

NORD-OUEST 323 882 282 662 606 544 2 333

WEST 386 413 342 896 729 309 2 530

SOUTH 119 073 145 254 264 327 1 467

SOUTH-WEST 171 239 200 519 371 758 1 694

GENERAL TOTAL 3 108 453 3 490 100 6 598 553 24 988
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CONTACTS OF ELECAM REGIONAL DELEGATES 
N° REGION NAME ADRESS CONTACT

1 ADAMAWA REGIONAL 
DELEGATION

Mr ABDOULLAHI BOBOE
GSM: + (237) 677,475,663

P.O.Box:	687	Ngaoundere
Residence:	Former	official	residence	for	
Mayors

Tel.: +(237) 222 252 329
Fax: +(237) 242 252 329

2 CENTRE REGIONAL 
DELEGATION

Mrs MICHELE ARLETTE Essi
GSM: + (237) 699 609 840

P.O. Box: 13606 Yaounde
Neighbourhood: Nlongkak

Tel.: +(237) 222 204 498
Fax: +(237) 222 204 498

3 EAST REGIONAL 
DELEGATION

Mr BEIKA Nazaire
GSM: + (237) 699 609 357

P.O. Box:	437	Bertoua
Neighbourhood: Mokolo (Opposite the 
Central prison)

Tel.: +(237) 222 241 433
Fax: +(237) 222 421 433

4 FAR NORTH REGIONAL 
DELEGATION

Mr ALI HAMIDOU
GSM: + (237) 699 784 889

P.O. Box: 69 Maroua
Neighbourhood: Djarengol - Pitoaré

Tel.: +(237) 222 292 658
Fax: +(237) 222 292 658

5 LITTORAL REGIONAL 
DELEGATION

Mr KWA DICKA Emmanuel Jean 
Blaise
GSM: + (237) 694 777 377

P.O. Box: 1303 Douala
Neighbourhood: Bonatone - Deido

Tel.: +(237) 223 407 424
Fax: +(237) 223 407 424

6 NORTH REGIONAL 
DELEGATION

Mr HAMADOU SADJO
GSM: + (237) 690 422 367

P.O. Box: 1859 Garoua
Neighbourhood: Marouaré

Tel.: +(237) 242 037 139
Fax: +(237) 242 271 585

7 NORTH-WEST REGIONAL 
DELEGATION

Mr NGA Gaspar THAIRINYUY                                                                                              
GSM: + (237) 673 510 864

P.O. Box:	765	Bamenda
Neighbourhood: Ntarikon, Bamenda Tel.: +(237)  673 510 864

8 WEST REGIONAL 
DELEGATION

Mr PENNE TIENCHEU Francis
GSM: + (237) 699 846 540 / 676 968 019

P.O. Box: 116 Bafoussam
Neighbourhood: Tamdja, on the Wanko 
Monument slope, beside Hôtel Zingana.

Tel.: +(237) 243 443 376
Fax: +(237) 243 443 376

9 SOUTH REGIONAL 
DELEGATION

Mr OTYA’A Serge Bourdon
GSM: +(237) 699 745 142

P.O. Box: 313 Ebolowa
Neighbourhood: Administrative centre, 
below “Hotel du Commerce”

Tel.: +(237) 222 284 810
Fax: +(237) 222 284 906

10 SOUTH-WEST REGIONAL 
DELEGATION

Mr MEWANU Divine
GSM: +(237) 677 475 663

P.O. Box:	75	Buea
Neighbourhood: Central Police Station

Tel.: +(237) 233 322 681
Fax: +(237) 233 323 428

CONTACTS FOR REGIONAL SERVICE HEADS IN CHARGE OF COMMUNICATION IN ELECAM
N° REGION NAME OF OFFICIAL N° TEL. OFFICE NO.: EMAIL

1 ADAMAWA Mr ABOUBAKAR Laurent 699.263.345 669.800.736  comelecam@gmail.com 

2 CENTRE Mrs CHARLOTTE Nyama 675.851.233     Charlotte.nyama@elecam.cm 

3 EAST Mr MEKOK Crépin 695.326.680 669.800.757  creplin060@yahoo.fr 

4 FAR NORTH Mrs AMINA 675.202.080   
699.042.964 669.800.837 aminamohamadou2014@gmail.com 

5 LITTORAL Mrs WONGLA Germaine 699.941.393 669.801.087  mg.kryn@yahoo.fr 

6 NORTH Mrs DJAO BOLLOH Irène 690.956.138 669.800.856  irenemaya@rocketmail.com 

7 NORTH-WEST Mr NGA Gaspar THAIRINYUY         673 510 864 -
8 WEST KADJE DEPE Gabin 699.158.675 669.801.285  e.mandji@elecam.cm 

9 SOUTH Mrs PATIENCE EFANDEN 677.276.846 669.800.746  patienceassakoefa@gmail.com 

10 SOUTH-WEST Mr MOKI Stephen MOKONDO 670.203.043 669.800.765  mokistephenmokondo@yohoo.com 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

mailto:comelecam@gmail.com
mailto:Charlotte.nyama@elecam.cm
mailto:creplin060@yahoo.fr
mailto:aminamohamadou2014@gmail.com
mailto:mg.kryn@yahoo.fr
mailto:irenemaya@rocketmail.com
mailto:e.mandji@elecam.cm
mailto:patienceassakoefa@gmail.com
mailto:mokistephenmokondo@yohoo.com
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Material necessary for the running of a polling station

Every polling station is provided with the electoral material below:
- a	ballot	box;
- a	polling	booth;
- seals;	
- a	disposal	bag;
- a	stamp	pad	and	indelible	ink;
- a	date	stamp;
- pens;
- a	calculator;
- a	lamp,	if	necessary;
- two	copies	of	the	electoral	register;
- a	copy	of	the	decision	to	lay	down	the	organisation	of	polling	stations;
- a	copy	of	the	guide	for	chairpersons	and	members	of	the	local	polling	commissions;
- ballot	papers	of	every	running	political	party;
- election	report	forms;	
- counting	sheets;
- appropriate	envelopes;
- stationery.

Elections Cameroon faces the challenge of conveying electoral materials and documents, in good time, 
to	officials	of	polling	stations	and	centres.

ELECTORAL MATERIAL
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This refers to the 40 diplomatic representations and consular posts of Cameroon abroad in which voting for the 
election of the President of the Republic are organised.

Special provisions for voting abroad
Cameroonians settled or residing abroad exercise their right to vote by participating in the election of the President 
of the Republic or referendums. Cameroonians settled or residing abroad are registered on the electoral register in 
diplomatic representations and consular posts in their country of residence or attachment. They must enjoy their civic 
and	political	rights	and	fulfil	all	the	required	legal	conditions	to	be	an	elector.	On	the	proposal	of	Government,	polling	
stations are set up in diplomatic representations and consular posts.

In view of the participation of Cameroonian citizens settled or residing abroad in the election of the President of the 
Republic or in referendums, the following commissions have been set up in diplomatic representations and consular 
posts :

-	 commissions	charged	with	the	drawing	up	and	revision	of	registers	of	electors;
-	 commissions	charged	with	the	issuance	and	distribution	of	voters’	cards;
- local polling commissions.

The Electoral Board of Elections Cameroon (ELECAM) holds consultations with diplomatic representations, consular 
posts and political parties with a view to setting up the envisaged commissions. The composition of the commissions 
is established by the Director-General of Elections.

The	 composition	 and	 functioning	 of	 the	 commissions	 are	 determined	 by	 regulation.	 Specific	 rules	 applicable	
to preparatory activities for the election of the President of the Republic and referendums, the organisation and 
supervision of elections and referendums, polling and the counting of the votes of Cameroonian citizens settled or 
residing abroad are laid down by regulation. 

Focal point
Within the framework of elections, the Focal Point of ELECAM in the diplomatic missions and consular posts of 
Cameroon represents a service within the Embassy, the Consulate or the Delegation that deals with activities of 
ELECAM.	The	official	in	charge	of	these	activities	is	assisted	by	a	support	staff.	Consequently,	voting	for	the	October	
2011 presidential election held in 33 countries in Africa, Europe, Asia and America. Within these countries, 29 (twenty-
nine) Embassies, 4 (four) High Commissions, 6 (six) Consulates and 2 (two) Delegations were selected.

Pursuant to combined provisions of Law No. 2011/013 of July 13, 2011 relating to voting by Cameroonian citizens 
settled	or	residing	abroad,	of	decree	No.	2011/237	of	08	August	2011	to	lay	down	conditions	of	Law	No.	2011/013	of	
13 July 2011 relating to voting by Cameroonian citizens settled or residing abroad and Order No. 001 /DIPLO/CAB of 
24 August 2011 to establish the list of Diplomatic Representations and Consular Posts where electoral operations are 
organised in view of the election of the President of the Republic in 2011. ELECAM Focal Points are presented below.

DIASPORA ON THE MOVE
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DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIONS AND CONSULAR 
POSTS OF CAMEROON

10 Countries

9 Embassies 
  (AMBACAM)

1 High Commissions 
  (HAUCOCAM)

1 Consulate General 
  (CONSULACAM)

1 Consulates 
  (CONSULACAM)

AFRICA EUROPE ASIA AMERICA

15 Countries

13 Embassies
     (AMBACAM)

2 High Commissions
  (HAUCOCAM)

1 Consulate General
   (CONSULACAM)

2 Consulates 
   (CONSULACAM)

4 Countries

3 Embassies 
   (AMBACAM)

1 Consulates 
   (CONSULACAM)

3 Countries

2 Embassies 
   (AMBACAM)

2 High Commissions 
   (HAUCOCAM)

1 Delegation 
   (DELECAM)
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REVISION OF ELECTORAL 
REGISTER THE YEAR 2018

STATISTICS OF REGISTERED PERSONS BY DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION AND 
CONSULAR POST AS OF 1 OCTOBER 2018

REGION
REGISTERED PERSONS POLLING 

STATIONWOMEN MEN TOTAL
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION AND 
CONSULAR POST 6 604 12 697 19 301 66

AFRICA 4 585 9 652 14 237 41

SOUTH AFRICA 79 156 235 1

ALGERIA 47 95 142 1

CONGO 205 693 898 2

COTE D’IVOIRE 204 320 524 2

EGYPT 68 122 190 1

ETHIOPIA 24 37 61 1

GABON 1 611 3 712 5 323 12

EQUATORIAL GUINEA 774 1 260 2 034 6

LIBERIA 16 41 57 1

MOROCCO 113 312 425 1

NIGERIA 625 1 133 1 758 5

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 189 283 472 1

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 129 510 639 2

SENEGAL 204 426 630 2

CHAD 249 427 676 2

TUNISIA 48 125 173 1

AMERICAS 75 101 176 4

BRASIL 10 29 39 1

CANADA 25 32 57 1

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 40 40 80 2

ASIA 378 521 899 6

SAUDI ARABIA 318 398 716 3

CHINA 46 100 146 1

ISRAEL 13 19 32 1

JAPAN 1 4 5 1

EUROPE 1 566 2 423 3 989 15

GERMANY 353 509 862 2

BELGIUM 93 141 234 1

SWISS CONFEDERATION 223 180 403 2

SPAIN 135 371 506 2

VATICAN 15 29 44 1

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 61 146 207 1

FRANCE 340 557 897 3

ITALY 135 231 366 1

NETHEDLANDS 102 94 196 1

KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 109 165 274 1

GENERAL TOTAL 6 604 12 697 19 301 66
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STATISTICS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
PER REGION AS OF 1 OCTOBER 2018

REGION WOMEN MEN TOTAL
ADAMAOUA 527 1404 1931

CENTRE 1658 3662 5320

EAST 403 932 1335

FAR-NORTH 2609 4429 7038

LITTORAL 1129 2638 3767

NORTH 1823 2865 4688

NORTH-WEST 855 1562 2417

WEST 1900 3195 5095

SOUTH 439 811 1250

SOUTH-WEST 383 879 1262

GENERAL TOTAL 11726 22377 34103
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